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Mr Speaker, indeed, I thank you very much. Mr Speaker, in order to tap into the full potential of 

the youth, and ensure that the young men and women of our great country are contributing fully 

to the development of our country, the peace our society, conscious efforts have to be made to 

promote civic engagement and participation of young people in politics and public life. 

Mr Speaker, I am a tireless advocate for opportunities for young people, and I look back at my 

days at the National Youth Authority (NYA) with a sense of pride at the many things we did 

together to empower the youth. I do not wish to make this Statement about my commitment to 

youth development in our country and beyond, except to mention one recent landmark change 

at the NYA. 

With the support of my colleagues and the leadership of the various groups across the country, 

we championed the repeal of the 1974 NRCD 241 and quite grateful to this Honourable House 

and ex-President Mahama, for accepting the National Youth Authority Bill which was passed into 

law, and given Presidential assent on 30th December as ACT 939, to among other things, 

strengthen the hand of the NYA and youth generally. 

Mr Speaker, I believe that not only must youth be consulted on issues that affect them, but they 

must be given a front row position in decision-making. But Mr Speaker, it is not for nothing that 

our Constitution, in article 62(b), provides clarity on what age one must turn before one can 

qualify to run for office as President. A person, as the Constitution states: 

 “. . . shall not be qualified for election as the President of Ghana unless . . . .”  “. . . he has attained 

the age of forty years.” 

Mr Speaker, as we are all aware, in article 94(1) (a), one is not qualified to be a Member of 

Parliament if one has not attained the age of twenty-one years. Mr Speaker, the Council of State 

is a very important and revered institution. We have had instances where people in their twenties 

and thirties, with zero experience in public life or fresh from school, have picked up nomination 

forms to contest for membership of the Council of State. 

It makes mockery of the very principle behind the creation of the Council of State. Just like this 

House, the Council of State is modelled around the UK’s Upper Chamber, the House of Lords and 

though there are vast differences between the House of Lords and our Council, the principle is 

the same. The House of Lords has three main functions –– 

“To question and challenge the work of the British Government; to work with the House of 

Commons to shape laws; and to investigate issues through committees and debates to help 

improve the way the UK is governed.” 

Articles 90 (1), 90 (2), and 91(1) of our Constitution show clear similarities with the UK model. 



The Council of State may not have the powers to tweak legislations that are passed by this 

Parliament, but the advice it offers to the President is invaluable. Aside appointed members by 

the President to the Council, we have persons who are elected in accordance with article 89(1) 

(c) of our Constitution. 

In terms of legitimacy, Mr Speaker, one could argue that we are a step ahead of Britain, when 

comparison is made between their Upper Chamber and our Council of State. In Ghana, we have 

no room for inheriting public office, unlike the UK. 

Mr Speaker, unlike our model, the UK puts the age of persons who qualify to be members of the 

House of Lords at 21 years and above. And they have even gone further to indicate the 

requirements for membership aside age. Now, theirs is 21 because of the hereditary system, 

where if one is from a certain family, one could inherit the seat of a deceased relative in the 

House of Lords. The recent Council of State election has shown us, once again that, there is a 

need for an amendment to article 89, in accordance with article 289 of our Constitution. 

Mr Speaker, aside the President of the National House of Chiefs, a former IGP, a former Attorney-

General, and a former Chief of Defence Staff of the Ghana Armed Forces, who obviously are 

Ghanaians per the positions they held or hold in the case of the President of the National House 

of Chiefs, the Constitution does not say anything about the nationality of the other members and 

the age of the members of the Council of State. 

Clearly, a review and an amendment to article 89 is necessary, and I am hoping, Mr Speaker, that 

the Executive, and indeed, the Council of State itself, and the whole House, would support the 

following suggestions and take necessary steps in accordance with article 289 of our 1992 

Constitution: 

One, (1) nationality of persons who aspire to be members of the Council of State. 

Second, (2) age of the members of the Council of State. I think the Constitution also has to provide 

clarity on that. 

Mr Speaker, I also think that for the membership of the Council of State, we should include a 

former Speaker of the Parliament of Ghana. Mr Speaker, it is hard to imagine that a former Chief 

Justice, a former Chief of Defence Staff, a former IGP, a President of the House of Chiefs will all 

have a seat at the Council of State and not a former Speaker of this august House. 

We cannot throw away the experiences of a former Speaker of Parliament. Mr Speaker, since we 

cannot as individual Members of Parliament push for Private Members Bill, I hope that the Hon 

Minister for Parliamentary Affairs and Leader of Government Business would take this up for the 

necessary action. 

I thank you very much, indeed, for the opportunity 

 


